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therefore, into the river for patrol duty between Port Hudson
and Donaldsonville, early in December, 1862, where she re-
mained, with varying incidents, for more than a year.

Not long after her arrival on this service rumors reached the
admiral that the Confederates were fortifying the heights about
Port Hudson with heavy cannon. An expedition to reconnoiter
this position, composed of the iron-clad steamer Essex and the
Winona, set out up the river from Baton Kouge in December.
It must be borne in mind that the ships were without charts of
the river, and had to depend upon Colton's Atlas and the river
pilots, whose loyalty at that early day was a debatable question.
Running the river, therefore, was limited to daylight, when its
bends could be followed and its points avoided. During the
night anchorage was sought. The rule generally adopted was to
anchor about sundown and, after dark, to shift position some
half mile. The vessels were painted an indefinable gray color,
the tint being such that it was not easy to distinguish them after
nightfall. This had to be done to avoid the harassing fire of
riflemen or at times of field gains.

The new commander, who had been ordered to take the place
of the old commander,, did not observe all these precautions in
making a reconnaissance of the fortifications reported to be in
course of erection at Port Hudson. In company with the iron-
clad steamer Essex, the Winona came to anchor abreast of the
north end of Profit Island, about three miles below Port Hud-
son, about sundown of December 15th. After dark it was sug-
gested to the commander to shift berth further up the river, but
for some reason unknown this precaution was disregarded. The
writer, who was executive officer, in turning in for the night,
gave orders to be called at the first streak of daylight, and, in
undressing, placed his clothes so that, in jumping from his bunk,
he would almost literally jump into his clothes.

The Confederates had crossed the river from Port Hudson
during the night with a battery of artillery and a supporting
company of infantry, and had taken up position behind the
levee, out of sight and hearing, abreast of the Winona. At
the first streak of dawn of the day following, these forces opened
a furious fire with artillery and infantry upon the Winona, dis-
tant about 250 yards from the levee. It was the noise of this